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REPORT FOR 1 FOR THE | MONTH ( OF “SEPTEMBER, 1956 
Issued by tho Government Statistician (Mr. R. J. Tittle), Porth 
Ast November, 1956 


This report gives particulars relative to the following items:- 
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Page No. Pero No. 
anl: Clearances 2 Population ‘| 
Bankruptcy 3 Production Statistics & 
Basic Wage ~ State 7 Railway Operations 5 
Births 1 Real Estate Transactions 2 
Building Construction 5 Retail Prices Index 6 
simaniies Registered 5 Retail Sales - Vaiue by Commodity 
saths 4 Groups 5 
YLectricity Supply - Metropolitan Area /7 Revenue and Expenditure - State 2 
imployment 6 Road Traffic Accidents 7 
told Output and Dividends 5 Sales Tax 2 
sand Settlement Z Savings Banks Z 
Marriages | Slaughterings - Livest 7 
Motor Vehicle Registrations 4. Trade h. 


hole State as 30th June, 1950 - | 
Males = gees Females -— 328,422 Persons — 677,399 
fatxopolitan Area at 30th June, 1956 - 
Persons - 369,000 


MARRIAGES, BIRTHS AND DEATHS — WESTERN AUSTRALIA 


Eight Months 
ended AUGUST 
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AUGUST 
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9 1956 1955 
Marriages - Number | 33 6 SSL 3,332 
* Rate per 1000 of Population | 5) | 5 7.50 7.635 
Births - Number | 14? | 19 11 546 i ab 
* Rate per 1000 of Population 25365. | 28.05 25.66 25,49 
Deaths - Number | 552 | 557 | 3.756 3,572 
* Rate per 1000 of Population 9.70 9.92 8.35 8, 
nfant ~- Number 37 | 27 264 D5 
stomad k& Rate per 1000 Live Births | 25 A070 Fl 16.68 22.87 22,01 
PRINCIPAL CAUSES OF DEATH 
fuberculosis 7 | 8 | 27 20 
Malignant neoplasms Dy Ct | 525 | 483 
Diabetes mellitus | 5 6 1.2 1A 
Diseases of blood, etc. | 3 2 9 12 
lerebral haemorrhage, etc. | 84. 70 4.83 LA3 
Diseases of the heart | 192 185 Ti15t ae a 
ypertension with heart disease | qh, | 10 9k. 107 
ypertensive disease without mention of heart | 7 8 | dd. 45 
Arteriosclerosis 11 27 103 104 
Tnfluenza | 4. | 5 7 
Pneumonia 32 | 18 14.8 132 
Bronchitis | 6 5 37 30 
Other respiratory disease 8 3 48 38 
cer of stomach and duodenum | 6 3 25 47 
astro-enteritis and colitis - 1 14 | 16 
hronic enteritis and ulcerative colitis 2 | { ani 6 
irrhosis of the liver - 2 Ay | 1h. 
Nephritis and nephrosis 3 | 10 51 L5 
Disease of the prostate | 5 5 | 13 EY 
Maternal causes = | 1 5 9 
Disease of early infancy | 22 4 | 155 135 
Moter vehicle accidents 44 43 4 Di, | 137 
Other accidents | ZA 18 162 | 155 
Suicide | 7 | 6 65 | 50 
All other causes | a panies 519. =) 2385 
Total; ie 555 Biey/ | 3,750 3,572 
* Equivalent Annual Rate, zk Deaths under one yar. 


LAND SETTLEMENT 
Land taken up under conditional alienation during the nine montis ended 
September, 1956, totalled 598,590 acres, an increase of 109,077 acres on 
the corresponding period last year. Pastoral, special and miscellaneous 
leases registered amounted to 3,528,527 acres, a decrease of 2,991 ,478. 


STATE GOVERNMENT CONSOLIDATED REVENUE_AND EXPENDITURE 
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3,699,207 125152,087 10, 7525298 
Berle 1 ie eran Pegs a AG spnbiar ce 
4.4261 ,628 13,962,208 12,292: 1:06 
6x 8s. 6 ere “tlre VBe01 5. 40 
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; { 
Revenue 4,011 ,62.0 | 
| 


Revenue per Head of Population Be yeaa 


Expenditure 4,347,629 | 
Expenditure per Head of Population Gel afentO | 


SAVINGS BANKS 
Depositors' Balances at the end of September, 1956, amounted to 20,519,121 
or £88,174. per head of population as against £54.,573,606 ox £82.3./7 per head 
at the end of September, 1955. 


BANK _OLBARANOES 


The average weekly cleerance for four weeks ended 26th September, 1956, amounted 
to £15,236,307 compared with £13 025,764 for the corresponding period last year, 


REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS 


; es - Three Months 
Registrations effected at the SEPTEMBEE ened SEPTEMBER 


1956 
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Transfers ‘ 28h. 4,255 
6 ,079, 802 

Mortgages 967 ae 3,068 
= 5 97224534 

‘Discharges of Mortgages E 2 8 
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Ti 7 as 
Period of Receipt ie 52 Ss ees 
Sales in respect | Sales in respect 0 
of of which lax is of which Tax is = dé ee 
Payable NOL Payeble oe Collected 


Returns (Net) (Gross) | Scods 
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Ee be 7 3 Se 
September, 1956 2,715 ,2h6 1,645 ,656 8,504,798 14975728 
! 
September, 1955 Seu sar 2,118,791 9,339 42k 1.95 ,848 


Three Months ended 
September, 1956 9,276 93h. 5 5829 58 27,152,921 4,292,475 


Three Months ended - 
September, 1955 10, 854.,353 6 ,531 4799 | 27 5721 Wb 
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COMPANIES REGISTERED 


54. Local Oompanies with a nominal capital of £2,776 ,000 and 25 Foreign 

Companies were registered during the three months ended September, 1956. 
Registrations for the corresponding period last year comprised 67 Local 
Companies with a nominal capital of £2,034,000 and 27 Foreign Companies. 


BANKRUPTCY 
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Three Months ended SEPIEMBER 
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1956 t 41955 
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Ttem 


Liabilities 


SENS 
. 
&e 


£e 
Sequestration Orders 515639 17,501 
Deeds of Assignment (a) 99,879 106 ,902 


Deeds of Arrangement 


(a) Incluées Compositions and Schemes of Arrangement. 


TRANSPORT 


The operations of the State Government Railways, open 
for General and Passenger traffic, were as follows:- 
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AUGUST Two Months ended AUGUST 
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Ttem Ke eta, Rene Se ee 


1956 


Gross Earnings (2) * £, 1,352,400 1 504:.3,600 2,599,600 2 104.5200 
Working Expenses (a) &£ 1,309, 836 1,260,445 2 4.82 022 2411 5939 
Train Miles Run Nos 805,753 689,492 1 551 462 1 53775335 
Motor Bus Miles Rw No. (b) 105,456 (»)118,795 (05184, 874 (co) 211,764. 


Passenger Journeys —- 
Vel 925 DLL 


Train No. 990,288 923, 1,965,525 
| Motor Bus No. 28,382 28,16 50,180 52 664. 
q 
| To:mage Carried - 
Paying Goods 366 5929 251 5839 ere ey 576 .629 
Livestock 10,329 T5453 21,712 21 666 
Departmental 
(Free Freight) 63,180 74.695 120 ,291 11.8278 
area eis Seabee! Memes = ac nee mene ne 
Total: 40 4.38 3L.7 5987 933,338 746 573 
Net Ton Mileage of - | 
Paying Goods - | 60,537,048 45 568.5968 130,328,126 98,503 271. 
Livestock 1 5496 ,836 Ag DIED iD 521514 3,205,590 
Departmental | 
(Free Freight) 8,267,579 84.83 , 308 shh bai O 16,636 561 
70,301,463 | 55,712,029 {149,063,512 | 118,443,425 


Total: 


cr ermamlnne mower 


\ x . 3 ¢ : 
(a) Inclufes operations of the Railway Road Service. 
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(b) Four weeks ended. 18th August. 
(c) Period ended 18th Sugust. 
iL 
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MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATIONS 
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(1) NEW VEHICLES REGISTERED 


Metropolitan Traffic Area Entire State (a) 


Period \ | 5 | Motor 
Cycles 


Year 1951 gen | 54195 
Year 1952 8,078 5 549 1,939 
Year 1953 8, "166 07K 1,239 
Year 1954. let 5667 6 ,083 ieee 
Year 1955 
1956 - 
January ~ i 
February 5 é 18 
March 567 165 4 & 5 
April 356 129 | 68 10 
May 395 Le 2 47 6 
June 274. 137 2 29 5 
July 364, 173 1 39 3 
August 51,6 203 4 49 8 
(2) MOTOR VEHICLES IN USE (EFFECTIVE REGISTRATIONS) 
Date (as Metropolitan Traffic Area | Entire State ( “State (a) 
at end Cars (in- | Wagons | Cars (in- | 
cluding | Vans, : Motor eluding Vans, 


Cycles 


of Month) Hire Cars) Ue aes Hire Cars)| Utilities 


Oo 


1954. = 
June 47,819 59,257 > 
December 52,072 60, 3905 1,143 

ago = 
June 55,720 62 755 1.5158) | 14662 
December 59,374 63, 128 1,148 ae O4A 

Jone = 
January 59, 9L9 61 ,386 15.310 
February 60, 9256 623195 13 °660 
March 60 621 63,432 13,857 
April 61206 62,854. 13°602 
May 64 421 64044 13,877 
June 61,635 6, 9b 873 
July 62,938 ; om b) 
August 63,270 2h.,555 572 | 9,170 b 


(a) Includes Commonwealth-owned vehicles other than those of Defence Services. 
(b) Not yet avaslable. 


TRADE OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA (INTERSTATE AND OVERSEA ) 


Expressed in terms of Australian Currency 


EXPORTS 


oe (Includi ng Ships st Stores) 
Item Two Months Serene ~ Tyo M fonthe 
AUGUST ended AUGUST eS enied AUGUST 
1956 1955 1956 1955 
£,000 | £,000 | £,000 | £,000 
Oversea 4.796 4. 4.22 T4711 LeoDe 


| 


Interstate 8,328 Tyger | heed 13,147 | 4.653 
Total: 13,124. )44,,746 | 20,771 Eee | 42,471 


@ 


BUTLDING ACTIVITY 


(1) NEW BUILDINGS COMPLETED 


oe 


Dwellings 
Canes oe Contractors 


etce (a) 


Os | Value ‘No: 3 Value | Value 
lie ,000|" = | £,000- “£,000 | 
Vear 1946 55 2 2 82 
Year 1947 165} 245 2 3k 6h. 
Year 1948 51d 3 f 160 
Year 1949 | 825 215 
Year 1950 | 1,313 ; ie 263 
Year 1951 1,91 3 9 1.59 
Year 1952 | 2,883 667 


Year 1953 | 2,988] 7 817 
Year 1954. | 3,127 ; 9 1 5h, 
Year 1955 | 2,788 ; 3,405 


356 = 
March Qr. 544) 1,678) 1,276 ! 349 
June Qr. 53} 1,644) 1458 3,930 210 
i severe aes a 
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(2) HOUSE CONSTRUCTION 
(Includes Owner-Built Homes) 


Houses Completed - Classified According to Materials of Outer Walls 


Brick, Stone, Wood or Fibro-Cement | 
Concrete, Mainly or Mainly Other Total 
Wood Fibro-Cement 
e | Value 
£,000 £,000 
Year 1946 14.0 373 296 
Year 1947 196 966 862 
Year 1948 rid y) 1 4.36 1,348 
Year 1949 ; 3 : 1,571 1 649 
Year 1950 2,262 
Year 1951 5 | 2,933 
Year 1952 3, By, 
Year 1953 3,966 
Year 195 y 
Year 1955 


3995-= 
March Qr. 
June Qr. 


GOLD 


Quantity Fine ozs. 62,205 5 618,642 637,602 
Value (Aust. Currency) * &, 971 5946 9,666 ,257 9,962,535 


Dividends reported by 
Gold Mining Companies &£. - | NW ,2h2,825 erent 
ee een eee se st etacataras seal 


* Excludes premiums on gold sold for industrial purposes. 
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ROTATL EFRICES INDEX NUMBERS 


(Base of Each Series: Weighted Average of Six Capitals for 1923/27 = 1000) 
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Food and Groceries "Oo" Series | 
SEPTEMBER Twelve Months SEPTEMBER Twoive Months 


Quarter ended SEPIEMBER Quarter ended SEPTEMBER 


Metropolitan Area a i 29%; toven 
Ralgoorlie-Boulder 
Northam 

Bunbury 

Geraldton 

Collie 


ESTIMATED TOTAL EMPLOYMEN? 
(Excluding Rural and Frivate Domesti ic) 


Figures supplied by Commonwealth Statistician 


were = re nme: — 


1955 
lonth 
Females 
January 42,794, 178,418 
February 43,730 179g ted 
March bh iS 180, 308 
April 13,893 80,417 
May Sie 878 ene seoD 
June 1.37880 180. goer 
July 43,901 eR 597 
August i "758 1792615 
September 13,913 180,529 
October 43,924. 180,215 
November bh 4,01 ABI 37: 
December by 536 182,073 


INDEX OF FACTORY EMPLOYMENT (a) 


eteee 


Factori “4 
(Base: 4928/29 | oS 3799 Employees = 100) ) 


| 195h | 1955 1956 


Month 


January 226 
February 228 
a) 231 
April 230 
231 
June 230 
July 214 230 
Avgus’ 212 230 
September 211 232 
October 212 | a) 
Novenber 213 227 23k. 
December | PAS) 227 233 2h2 
Ned ee ce ROE WTR Race Eye eee 


a) Figures subsequent to June, 1955, are preliminary. 
4 b > 
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STATE BASIC WAGE 


Sa See ay Nar aap ene a are eG pana rs ORI PT NT TERE TORI WIRES 
Date Metropolitan | South-West Goldfields and 
of Area Land Division Rest of State 
Operation : F Female Female 
ott es maaan 
dis) like «Se fe ‘se ‘al 
29/10/56 44 Bono, a5 Wee 2e sO ioe Oss eo 
en a en en nt el fe em 
ELECTRICITY SUPPLY — METROPOLITAN AREA 
(Generated by W.A. Government Power Stations) 
ites em ree a 
Particulars SEPTEMBER | ended SEPTEMBER 
Bee. | 1956 1955 
Units Generated (1000 K.W.H.) cad 35,600 137 9f-34 lagi 
Units Sent Out (1000 K.W.H.) 31 S47 124,282 100,186 
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LIVESTOCK SLAUGETERINGS IN PRINCIPAL ESTABLISHMENTS 


S ainnestatiemnestal ener 


Cattle il Calves Sheep Pigs 

August, 1956 17 5397 43 99 007 10 4.57 

August, 1955 16,962 363 96 4150 15,190 

2 Months ended August, 1956 34,107 | 782 167,750 24 049 
2 Months ended August, 1955 33,621 668 179,502 29 5299 | 

a, de ee ee 


ROAD TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS 


(Note - Excludes non-casualty accidents where 
damage was estimated to be £10 or less) 


Repchetinnes os ee 
Non-Casualty Total | re 
Accidents Casualty Meataorts Persons Persons 
(Damage over Accidents Killed Injured 
Period £19) Reported 


Metro- [Coun- | Metro- ais Metro- |Goun- | Metro~|Coun- | Metro-|Coun-_ 
politan | try |politan , try |politan | try /{politan; try {politan) try 


No. No. No. No. No. | No. 
Year 1953 2,024 | 882 99 93 2,430 {1 2B 
Year 1954. 2415 874. 96 89 | 3,028 1 281 
Year 1955 2,237 921 Bylo WeyO50 110 89 2,669 } 1,318 


1956 - 


January 4.35 V2 182 24.3 6 WA 
February 1.06 1 34, 157 207 14 45 
March 163 156 191 229 an g 
April 1.87 157 210 24,0 kX | 9 
May 604, 173 186 251 9 9 

une 537 18 19: | 2h7 11 2 
July * 556 186 172 258 3 3 
August 1.58 168 180 223 | 8 | 10 


Total, 8 
Months ended 


August 3,946 11,332 | 1,471 
(aac a ewe ee | 
* * [a ae 


MONTHLY PRODUCTION STATISTICS (SUBJECT TO REVISION 
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Three Months 


| SEPTEMBER 


Item ended SEPTEMBER 
| Building Materials, etc. 

Rath Heaters — solid fuel 325 
Bricks -— Cement 1000 187 

- Clay O00 7,004 
Enamels gal. 6 894. 
Fiwrous Plaster Sheets ‘O00 sqeyd. OF 
Points (Ready Mixed) Ex- 

cluding Water Paints gal. 19,565 19,590 

Tiles, roofing - Cement '000 L146 9 1,369 2,639 
Timber, Sawn 1600 sup ft. | (a)19,051 (a)20,007 |{)38,195 | (b)39,606 
Clothing | 
Cardigans and Pullovers doz. 731 251 2 443 
Raincoats (ine. Oilskins) 

Men's and Boys! no. 62 78 3,139 
Shirts (all types) Men's | 
and Boys! doze 461 13,035 14,881 
Sports Coats - Men's no. 627 1,628 1,631 
Suits - Men's - 3 piece no. oh7 669 890 

- 2 piece no. 2ig202 5,093 6,106 
Trousers ~ Men's = Sport NO. 3,957 13,865 11,755 
- Work no. 9,684 46,995 24.4665 | 
Footwear 
Boots and Shoes (all types) pair 29 ,00 30,955 94,029 87,857 | 
Sandals pair 28,814. 19,902 59,503 36,973 
Slippers pair 31,695 355.501 103,046 89,780 
Food and Drink 
Ale, Beer and Stout ‘000 gal. 1,181 15325 3329 3,635 | 
Bacon and Ham '000 Ib. 527 57 4 585 4,706 
Butter ee 2 OO0MTb 2,261 2,191 6 ,058 PT gS) 
Cheese ~ 1000 ib. 352 217 788 503 
Confectionery (not 
chocolate '000 lb. 355 322 961 1,016 
Jams 000 lb. 52 92 195 248 
Margarine '000 1b. 128 104. 47 368 | 
Sauce ~ Tomato | pint 8.,950 82,523 229,198 202,32 | 
Miscellaneous | 
Acids - Acetic owt. Lod, 1,709 1 611 
- Hydrochloric cwt. 123 374. LAT 
- Nitric cwte 32 162 88 
- Sulphuric ton 13 )607. 38 34d 45284 | 
Coal ton 86 ,058 239,039 257,698 | 
BeOtOs s Pedal N06 bps Ta 1°h8 | 
Gas Produced Paeere 427 103 Lo! 
Mattresses — Inner Spring no. 1,759 5,985 5,883 
- Woven Wire nO» 96), 8,132 Dylan 
- Soft filled no. Ben 8,898 10,229 
Motor Vehicle Bodies ~ 
Truck Trays NO. 62 112 183 
Utilities (all types) no, 26 5 62 
Trailers (all types) no. 18 25 57 
Perambulators NO» 63 410 119 
Soap and Soap Substitutes cwt. 54.85 20 , 01.2 wees 
Superphosphate ton 37,120 102 ,746 12651 3a 
Wool - Scoured 1000 1b. 3,869 


eee, 5 D9 : 
Pe ee eee Gare rmedie | 
(b) Two months ended August. 


= VALUE _OF RETAIL SALES CLASSIFTED ACCORDING TO COMMODITY GROUPS 


The figures in the table below relate to goods (as distinct from services, accommodation, entertainments, meals, etc.) sold to the 
public by establishments selling retail goods from fixed premises (shops, rooms, kiosks, yards). The table contains particulars of retail 
sales of goods for the years 1948-19, 1952-53 and 1955-56, on a comparable basis. The figures for the years 1948-9 and 1952-53 were 
obtained from Censuses taken in respect of those years, whereas particulars for the other periods shown are estimates based on sample surveys, 

(£ Million) 
Butchers! Beer, 
Meat Wine 
Spirits 


Period Groceries 


(eee 


Clothing, | Hardware,| Electrical | Furniture | | Total | Motor 

- Other Si ee : 
Drapery China and fae Excluding Vehicles 
Piecegoods | Glassware Motor Parts, Petrol 


& Footwear (c) is nC Vehicles ,etc.| (e) 


1948-49 | 10.8 
1952-53 
1955-56 | 


| 


March Qtr. | 
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Sept. Qtr. 
1953 
1954. 
1955 

Dec, Qtr. 
1959 
1954. 


1955 
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(a) Figures subsequent to June, 1953, are subject to revision. (b) Includes Fresh Fruit and Vegetables, Confectionery, Soft Drinks, Ice 
Cream, Cakes, Pastry, Cooked Provisions, Fish etc., but excludes most delivered Milk and some delivered Bread. (c) Excludes Basic oiraras 
Materials (e.g. Timber, Roofing Tiles, Bricks, etce.). (d) Includes Tobacco, Cigarettes, etc. Newspapers, Books and Shae es Chemis 3 
Goods, Grain and ~roduce, Jewellery, Office Equipment, etc. (e) Excludes Farm Machinery and Implements, Earth Moving Equipment, etc. 


